In addition to the above, medical practitioners are also required by Section 3 (1) (b) of the Infectious Diseases (Notification) Act, 1889, to The general death-rate shows slight continuing improvement and the infantile mortality has only once been at a lower level.
Mortality from the principal epidemic diseases has been low compared with recent years, the deathrates from measles, scarlet fever, diphtheria, and influenza being lower, but those from whooping-cough and cerebrospinal fever being higher than the average rates during the preceding quinquennium. Mortality from influenza and from cerebro-spina! fever was higher in the first half of the year compared with the corresponding figures for 1930, but the former showed improvement during the second half of the year. A further improvement was noted in the mortality from tuberculosis (all forms), but the death-rate from malignant disease was increased. Numerous applications have been made for membership, both in the burgh and outside, where the doctors practise, and it has been agreed to extend the benefit of the scheme to these applicants.
